
“Corona Aurea” - Lithuanian birbyn ė: XVII Century Music in Poland and Lithuania 

International chamber ensamble Reversio prepared an intriguing set of compositions which restores the old
and lost music history pages of The Polish-Lithuania Commonwealth.  Cracow, Warsaw and Vilnius are
cultural centers that merge the musical heritage of the XVII – XVIII century Lithuania, Poland and Italy. The
chamber  ensamble‘s  program  “Corona  Aurea”  revives  the  ancient  European  musical  world  that  was
represented in the works of well known and anonymous authors - Marcin Mielczewsky, Tarquinio Merula,
Adam Jarzębsky that worked and resided in palaces of noblemen Vasas. Reversio – is a chamber music
ensamble of exclusive makeup, which constitutes of famous virtuosos of Lituania and Poland: hornpipists
Darius Klišys and Eugenijus Čiplys, harpsichordist Marekas Toporowsky, one of the most famous Polish
viola da gamba performer Krzysztof Firlus, organist Irmina Obońska,. In the world of the historical music
the ensamble is famous for its carefully prepared programs that require thorough studies of the old musical
sources and a splendid knowledge of different historic contexts. In addition, Reversio chooses surprising
forms of musical expression by incorporating the original Lithuanian hornpipe instruments – birbynė and
ožragis. These instruments add extraordinary quality and colour to the early Baroque music.

Ensemble REVERSIO (Lithunia, Poland)

What could the Lithuanian birbynė (an original Lithuanian woodwind instrument) and Renaissance
and Baroque music  of  Western  Europe have  in  common? The answer  lies  in  this  specially  composed
chamber music ensemble, Reversio. The idea behind the ensemble, to play early European music using an
authentic Lithuanian instruments, became their mark of originality,  while the expressive and contrasting
sounds of the birbynė are suprisingly similar to early wind instruments, such as the cornett, recorder, oboe
and chalumeau. While performing the early music the birbynė reveals nuances and colours unheard so far; it
highlights the flexibility of compositions and offers a new look at the early music as well as other musical
genres, be it classical or contemporary.                

Reversio was found by Darius Klišys in 2003 (Lithuania). An exclusive feature of the ensemble is
that  the early  music  is  played with  an  original  Lithuanian  woodwind instrument  birbynė  (reed-pipe or
hornpipe). During that time the ensemble’s music has been heard not only in the concert halls and churches
of  Lithuania,  but  also in Germany,  France,  USA, Cuba,  Poland,  Italy,  Ukraine.  Musicians of  Reversio
ensemble are changing depending on the program. Usually there are three to seven musicians playing in
different programs. The repertoire of the ensemble is mainly consisting of music created in the 16th and 17th
centuries in Lithuanian and Polish territories. Also, there is a strong focus on early Italian Baroque which is
directly linked to the old  Polish/Lithuanian culture (Merula, Marini, Castello, Frescobaldi). 

Irmina Obońska – harpsichord, organ (PL),  Marek Toporowski - harpsichord, organ (PL),

Darius Klišys – birbynė (LT),  Eugenijus Čiplys - birbynė (LT), Krzysztof Firlus - viola da gamba (PL)



Marek Toporowski (PL) — Harpsichord & organ

Graduated  from  the  Academy  of  Music  in  Warsaw  (Jozef  Serafin,  organ;  Leszek  Kędracki,
harpsichord). He continued his studies in France (Strasbourg), Germany (Saarbrucken) and
Holland (Amsterdam) with Aline Zylberajch and Bob van Asperen (harpsichord) and Daniel Roth
(organ). He was awarded First Prize of the Conservatory in Strasbourg for organ and harpsichord and the
Concert Diploma at the Musikhochschule des Saarlandes for organ. He also owes much to his encounters
with the excellent pianist, Kajetan Mochtak.
In 1991 he founded Concerto Polacco, a group specialising in historical performance. In Warsaw he
initiated a regular cycle of Oratorio concerts performed according to historical practice. Many ancient Polish
compositions have received their  first  performances and recordings under his direction,  e.  g.  the opera
Agatka  by J. D. Holland, the oratorio  Christiani poenitentes ad sepulchrum Domini  by J. T. Żebrowski,
works by Wronowicz, Cichoszewski, etc. For 20 years he has been the co-organiser of the summer course for
the Interpretation of Organ Music in Koszalin.
As Professor he is head of Early Music at the Academy of Music in Cracow and head of the harpsichord
class at the Academy of Music in Katowice. He also teaches organ and clavichord at the Elsner State Music
School in Warsaw.

Darius Klišys (LT) – birbyn ė (reed-pipe/hornpipe)

Darius Klišys is one of the most innovative birbynė  players in Lithuania (birbynė  or reed-pipe is an
original Lithuanian woodwind instrument). Since 1997 he has recorded and released 15 albums: baroque,
contemporary and experimental electronic music. In 2008, Darius performed solo with his project “Water
Serpents” at the 17th International Electroacoustic Music Festival “Primavera en la Habana” in Cuba. In April
2009, he won the YouTube Symphony Orchestra contest and was invited to the YTSO summit to perform at
Carnegie Hall under the direction of Michael Tilson Thomas. in recent years he has been playing with such
outstanding musicians like Marek Toporowski (harpsichord/organ, Poland), Bozhena Korczyńska (sopilka,
Ukraine), Sonata and Rokas Zubovas (piano duo, Lithuania), Darius Polikaitis (conductor, US) etc.

2003, Darius founded an ensemble Reversio (early music). He played with the ensemble and solo in
the US, Belgium, Germany, France, Poland, Cuba and other countries. Darius is very active in musical life,
gives solo concerts and also performs with the ensemble Reversio, continues his research work in baroque
music, gives  birbynė  lessons, composes music for the theatre, teaches at workshops. Since 2015 Darius
Klišys is a director of international woodwind festival “Medynės”.

Darius Klišys (b. 1969, Lithuania) completed a birbynė  course at Kaunas J. Gruodis Conservatoire
in 1988 where he acquired a speciality of  birbynė   and gained experience as a performer and chamber
ensemble/orchestra leader. In 1992-1994, he studied audio engineering at the Audio Institute of America.
Darius received a B.A. in 2003 and an M.A. in 2005 from the Lithuanian Music and Theatre Academy where
he studied under the tutorship of prof. R. Apanavičius and dr. K. Mikiška. It was during these studies that
Darius became interested in baroque music, its interpretation and history, and in how the birbynė  could be
employed in its performance. His research was summed up in the final Master‘s thesis “The Principles Of the
Articulation Of Wind-Instruments In the Baroque Epoch and Their Application To Birbynė”.



Krzysztof Firlus (PL) – viola da gamba

Krzysztof Firlus has combined the career of a double bass and a viola da gamba player with great
success, performing on both instruments as a soloist, chamber musician and an orchestra musician. He has
been associated  with  the Polish National  Radio Symphony Orchestra in Katowice,  the {oh!}  Orkiestra
Historyczna orchestra, the Extempore Ensemble, Ensemble Reversio and the Gambasada viol consort, and
has also performed with leading Polish ensembles such as the Silesian Quartet, Concerto Polacco, Capella
Cracoviensis. Additionally,  he has collaborated with Helmut Rilling, Vincent Dumestre, Paul McCreesh,
Giancarlo Guerrero, Aline Zylberajch and Marek Toporowski. He graduated from the Academy of Music 
in Katowice, where he studied viola da gamba with Prof. Mark Caudle, and double bass with Dr. Jan Kotula,
and also from postgraduate studies at the Mozarteum University in Salzburg, where he pursued studies in
viola da gamba with Professor Vittorio Ghielmi. The artist has honed his skills with such excellent musicians
as Rachel Podger, Reiner Zipperling, Catalin Rotaru, Thomas Martin, Klaus Trumpf, Rustem Gabdullin,
Miloslav Gajdos, Miloslav Jelinek, Lew Rakov and Teppo Hauta -aho. He has held a scholarship from the
Young Poland scholarship programme,  and has won prizes at double bass competitions in Andernach, Brno,
Wrocław, Poznań, Łódź and Dąbrowa Górnicza. Krzysztof Firlus is also a teacher at the Cracov Academy of
Music (double bass class) as well as at the Katowice Academy of Music (viola da gamba class).  

Eugenijus Čiplys (LT) – birbyn ė (reed-pipe/hornpipe)

Eugenijus Čiplys (born 1970) – graduated from Lithuanian Academy of Music and Theatre in 1995,
received a master’s degree (class of prof. A.Smolskus and dr. K.Mikiška).

He performed as soloist in Switzerland, Germany, France, Denmark, Italy, Russia, USA, Canada and
Japan. He has won an international competition called “Val Tidone International” in Italy in 2007, became a
Grand Prix winner of  International Chamber Championship in Saint Petersburg together with “Vaivora”
ensemble in 2009, and became a laureate of Chamber Music Championship in Osaka, Japan in 2011.

Traditional folk music, classical, romantic and modern work of composers is a part of E.Čiplys
programs  for  concerts.  He  has  recorded over  50  pieces  of  music  in  radio  studios  in  USA,  Germany,
Switzerland and also released a few CD‘s of his work.

He has been teaching to play  birbynė in Vilnius Karoliniškės music school and became the art
director of Vilnius University Ensemble of Songs and Dances in 2006.

In 2007, 2009, and 2014 – was ensembles’ evening conductor and an author of some music works in
Lithuanian Song Festival. 

2012, and 2016 – was ensembles’ evening director of music, conductor, and composer in Students
Song Festival.



Irmina Obońska (PL) – harpsichord & organ 

Pianist and harpsichordist. Graduate  of the Academy of Musik in Katowice in the piano class of
Professor  Hanna  Kryjak  and  the  harpsichord  class  of Professor  Marek  Toporowski  (diploma  with
distinction). She furthered her studies participating in master courses under the direction of artist such as
Aline Zylberajch, Leszek Kędracki, Christine Schornsheim, Władysław Kłosiewicz, Herman Stinders, Petra
Matêjová, Bernhard Klapprott and Ingomar Rainer. In 2009 she was awarded 3rd prize in the 1st Academic
Harpsichord Competition in Poznań. 

Her  activities  as  a  pianist  include  performance  on historic  pianos,  concentrated around  the
performance of chamber  music, as well as classical, romantic and also 20th century music. She has been
awarded many prizes for artistic accompaniment at competitions in Poland and abroad. In 2011 she founded
the ensemble “La Folia  Ensemble”  which specialises in performing chamber music  of  the XVIIth  and
XVIIIth centuries. Most recently she has become together with Marek Toporowski and Mark Caudle a polish
phonography award “Fryderyk” for album “Johann Sebastian Bach- Sonaty BWV 525-530”.

Reversio website: http://www.reversio.org

YouTube Channel:  https://www.youtube.com/user/dariusklisys

Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/Reversioensemble/

Contact: 
Darius Klišys
email: darius@reversio.org
tel: +37069804231

Public Entity VŠĮ "Sambalsiai", Dariaus ir Girėno g. 13-54, Marijampolė, LT68259 / 
Tel. +37069804231 / darius@reversio.org
Register number: 301107620 / Bank:  AB SEB BANKAS / 
Bank account: LT84 7044 0000 7762 2548  / SWIFT: CBVILT2X 


